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• Public health, emergency management and 
climate change 

• Increasing number and intensity of disasters 
• Providing a positive example 



Queensland Summer of Disasters 
2010-2011 
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Queensland Summer of Disasters 
• Over 80% of Queensland affected 



Queensland Summer of Disasters  

• About $6bn for businesses, although $40bn 
GDP reduction 

• 38 lives 
• 30 000 homes and businesses 
• 200 000 people affected 

 



Queensland Summer of Disasters  

• But: 
– Proportionately low numbers of deaths 
– No major outbreak of disease 
– Reduction in some infections 
– Relatively fast return to ‘normality’ 



The Documentary  

• Cordia Chu reported to WHO colleagues: 
– Preparation 
– Leadership 
– Risk Communication 
– Multi-sectoral Collaboration 
– Community Participation 



The Documentary 

• Began in 2011 
• Interviews: Brisbane, Ipswich, FNQ, especially 

Tully Heads 



Challenges 

• Cost 
• Footage 
• Retrospective 
• Audience 



The Documentary 

• Tells the story 
• Public health is often invisible 
• Positive actions 
 

 



Watch this space 
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